By the King. 
A PROCLAMATION 


Touching the Planters in the Iſland of 


Saint CHRISTOPHERS. 


bhereas it hath been Our care befoze and ſince the Reſtitution of that part of the Jfland of 
WIAz4 DaintChriftophcrs, which formerly belonged to Us and Our Subjects, to pꝛovide fo: 
n the Plantation and Impꝛovement thereof, by giving all manner of Encouragements to 
Pur good Dubjects to return thither, and to Re-eſtabliſ the fozner Trade and 
AJ Commerce : In oꝛder whereunto We lately ſent thither Sir Charls Wheeler Baronet, 
with Dur Commiſſion to be Our Lieutenant:General, and General Governour of 
Dur Lecward Jflands in America ; and foꝛ the better execution of ſo impoztant a Charge, 
gave him luch Directions and Inſtructions as were moſt ſuitable to theſe Our Royal Intentions, and 
might beit tend to the adbancement of the general Good and Welfare of all Our Subjects there, ſo that 
Tae might realonably have erperted befoze this time, ſome Account of the good ſucceſs of theſe Our endea- 
vours in the happy and peaceable Settlement of Our Subjects in their fozmer Pꝛopꝛieties and Poſſeſſi- 
ons neverthelels, to the utter diſappointment ok Our juſt erpectations, and the general Dilcouragement. 
of luch of Dur Suvjects who foꝛmerly Inhabited that Illand, We are given to underſtand, That on 
02 about the Twenty fourth of Auguſt laſt paſt, Sir Charles Wheeler hath cauſed a certain Pꝛoclamatidn 
to be publiſhhed in that Jfland; thereby endeavouring to oblige the fozmer Pnhabitants. and Pꝛopꝛietoz 
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ko appear befoze a certain Court of Claims by him there Erected, and to return with a Stock ſufficient 

4 fo? the quantity of Land they Claim, on peril of loſing ſuch part ok their Eſtates they ſhall not be 
aule to Stock, which ſhall be given to them who are better able; And mozeover, to be Contributozy to 
e be made fo? ſatisfaction of the French Demands, upon any Article of the Peace at Breda, 


2 fo: Cion of any other disburlments concerning Foztifications,o2 anyother PublickExpences; with 
a further menacing intimation to all ſuch as (hall be found to have Acted oꝛ Counſelled in the late Renditt- 
on of the Illand to the French, oꝛ have been guilty of any Cowardile oꝛ Folly in that War, That they 


are not to expect the like advantages with the reſt of Our Subjects: And a Declaration, That upon 
every mans Eſtate a Nuit-Rent thall be reſerved, greater 02 leſſer, accozding to the merit oꝛ demerit 
of the perlon Reſtoꝛed, with an allowance of no longer time to ſuch of Our Subjects who were in the 
Barbadoes and Caribee Iſlands, foz putting in their Claims, then One Moneth, and but Three Moneths 
to thoſe who were in any part of Europe, Virginia, Jamaica, Carolina, Bermuda's, 02 New England, Then 
which nothing could have been done moze contrary to the Commiſſion and Inſtructions We had given 
bim no more repugnant to Our Royal Jntentions, and thejuſt Jntereſts and Advantages of the anti- 
ent Planters and P2op2ieto2s:Wherefoze, and fo2 the better p2evention of the ill conſequences which might 
dbther wile enlue upon that Pꝛoclamation ſo iſſued out by the ſaid Sir Charles Wheeler, if the ſame ſhould 
be allowed to have any foꝛce oz effect, We have thought fit, vp Advice of Our Council, to Publiſh this 
Dur Royal P2oclamation, and do hereby Declare Our Will and Pleaſure, That the laid Pꝛoclamati⸗ 
on, and every thing therein contained, is, and ſhall be null and void, to all intents and purpoſes what- 
loever, as if the lame had never been had noꝛ made; And becauſe the Return and Re-ſettlement of thean- 
tient Planters and Pꝛopꝛietoꝛs hath been many ways obſtructed, not onely by the Severities of the laid 
Illegal Pꝛorlamation, put vy ſeveral accidents which for a long time did very much retard the Sur- 
render of the ſaid Illand *We-therefoze out of the jult ſenſe Tae have of the great Sufferings of the lad 
late Planters and Pꝛopziekoꝛs, do by theſe pꝛelents, foz their eaſe, and in their favour, further Declare, 
That all and every the late Planters and Pꝛopꝛiet 028, their Heirs, Erecutozs and Aſſigns, 02 their 
Agents reſpectively, Hall be admitted to enjoy their ſeveral and reſpective Plantations, carrying with 
them luch Stock onely as they art able, ozcan conver 1iently p2ovide : Which Gꝛate and Favour of Ours 
We Would have to be underſtood with theſe Qualifications and Reſtrictions onely (That is to lay) 
That ſuch who have fold their Plantations to the French, 02 Claim under thoſe who did Sell the lame 
ko the French, (hall be obliged to re-imburſe the Pu rchaſers the Price 02 Money they oꝛ thoſe under 
Whom they Claim, did actuallp receive fo2 their rel pective Poſſeſſions and Eſtates, Within the ſpace of | 
one Whole year, to be accounted from the Re-delivery ok the Engliſh part of the ſaid Jfland, which We | 
are infozmed, was upon the ok July 1671. And a] 1 ſuch who have not Sold to the French and their 
Heirs, Executoꝛs and Aſſigns, and their Agents ru ſpectively, ſhall be obliged to return unto the lai 
Alland betoze the Twenty fifth day of December, which ſhall be in the year of Dur Lozd, One thou), 
land ſir hundzed ſeventy two. And We do furth er Publiſh and Declare Our Royal „ I 
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Pleaſure, That no Tares, Tallages, Aides, 02 other Pmpoſitions whatſoever, call at any time 


.., hereafter be Aſſeſſed oz Jmpoſed, noz any Quit-Rents Reſerved oz Required, noz any Moneys Levied, 
noꝛ any kind of Charge be laid upon, oꝛ raiſed out of any Lands. oꝛ Tenements in the laid Jfland, untels 


it be by vertue of ſome Publick Law made oz to be made by the Aſſembly of the ſaid Jfland, and with 
the conſent of the Governour and Counſel there Aſſembled. And mozeover, of Pur further and 
moze eſpecial Clemency and Favour unto Our good Subjects in the ſaid Illand, Me are Gꝛacioully 
pleaſed to Declare, That all and every the Inhabitants, Planters and P2opzietozs of the laid Jſland, 
and and every perſon and perſons Claiming by, from, and under them, oz any of them, and all other 
Dur & 4 7 ſaid Juand, (hall be, and are hereby Freed, Pndempnified, and Diſcharged, as 
againſt 4s, Our Heirs and Succeſſo2s, of and from all Crimes, Offences, Milcarriages, and Milde⸗ 


meanours whatſoever- which happened, and were committed in the laid Jfland during the late Mar in 


the ſaid Jſland, and of and from all Pains and Penalties incurred foz oz by reaſon of any matter oz thing 
done, 02 omitted to be done during the ſaid late Mar; And ok and from all Pꝛolecutions, Moleſtations, 
o2 Inquiries touching 02 concerning the lame; All which matters and things (hall ve, and are hereby 
put into perpetual Oblivion, noꝛ Mall the ſame be ever mentioned to the pzejudice of any of Our Sub- 
jects, either in their Perſons, Eſtates, oz Reputations. All which We Command to be Obeyed in all 


Our Dominions, and all Pur Officers Civil and Military, to be Aſſiſting in the Pꝛemiles, as they 


will anl wer the contrary at their utmoſt perils, 


8 


n at Our Court at Whitehall the Two and twentieth day of December 167 1. in the Twenty 
d year of Our Reign, 1671. 
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dd ſave the King. 


In the SAVOY, 
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